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law enforcement officers on our behalf. 
We keep them, their families, friends, 
and former colleagues in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

I also want to take this opportunity 
to thank all law enforcement officers 
serving at the local, State, and Federal 
level who put their lives on the line for 
the American public every day. Our 
Nation is fortunate to have so many 
fine men and women serving as law en-
forcement officers in Mississippi and 
across the Nation. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, in an era 
when Congress is actively debating 
health care programs that are of enor-
mous consequence to our economy and 
our collective future, it is important to 
acknowledge that today, Medicare and 
Medicaid play an essential role in en-
suring access to health and long-term 
care services for nearly 100 million 
Americans. In fact, these programs are 
embedded in the daily lives of nearly 
one of every three Americans. 

Medicaid is the program that cur-
rently pays for about half of all long- 
term care services in our country. 
Jointly financed and administered by 
states and the Federal Government, it 
is a program that all of us—taxpayers 
and beneficiaries and health care pro-
viders alike—have a major stake in 
seeing continue and succeed. 

As chairman of the Senate Special 
Committee on Aging, I know that for 
millions of older and disabled Ameri-
cans who are confronting the need for 
long-term care services, anxieties are 
often high. The costs associated with 
long-term care can be catastrophic, 
and many families turn to Medicaid for 
assistance. 

In many parts of the country, Med-
icaid offers only limited choices of 
where and how to receive services. 
However, I am pleased and proud that a 
few States, Wisconsin among them, 
have developed Medicaid programs that 
are designed to offer beneficiaries real 
choices in where they will receive long- 
term care. The choices usually include 
nursing homes, assisted living resi-
dences, adult daycare, and personal 
care services delivered at home. Wis-
consin and some other states are also 
increasingly offering beneficiaries the 
option to self-direct their care through 
programs that allow them to directly 
hire an aide—perhaps a family member 
or a friend—who can provide personal 
care within the confines of an approved 
individual budget. 

Wisconsin’s Medicaid managed care 
program that covers long-term services 
and supports is known as Family Care, 
and it is one that the state has worked 
to develop for many years under sev-
eral administrations, starting with 
former Governor Tommy Thompson. 
Family Care is well ahead of where 
many States are in terms of offering 
older adults and those with disabilities 
a real choice of how and where they 
can receive long-term care services. 

Today, one in five Wisconsin seniors 
and individuals with disabilities are 
enrolled in Medicaid. A similar propor-
tion in six other States—California, 
Mississippi, Vermont, Louisiana, New 
York and Maine, as well as the District 
of Columbia, rely on the program. In 
every State, the number of older adults 
and individuals with disabilities who 
are enrolled in the program numbers is 
in the tens of thousands, hundreds of 
thousands, or millions. Last year, 
321,700 seniors and individuals with dis-
abilities in Wisconsin received cov-
erage through Medicaid. 

During the last several weeks, I have 
heard a great deal from constituents— 
beneficiaries, aging and disability or-
ganizations, and officials—who have 
expressed concern about recent devel-
opments in Family Care. It is my un-
derstanding that the state budget that 
was recently signed into law includes a 
provision to cap, or freeze, the number 
of individuals in the program, and 
thereby remove the ability of those 
who become eligible in the future to 
choose whether they wish to receive 
services in a nursing home, at home, or 
in a community-based setting such as 
an assisted living residence. 

The State anticipates that the cap 
could save $265 million in the 2011–2013 
budget. Yet predictions also abound 
that waiting lists for home and com-
munity-based services for newly eligi-
ble beneficiaries will begin to rapidly 
grow again, after a period of years in 
which the Family Care Program 
worked to eliminate delays in receiv-
ing services. Such delays could prove 
costly, because when appropriate and 
cost-effective interventions cannot be 
accessed by frail elders and individuals 
with disabilities, more medically in-
tensive services are likely to be re-
quired later. Moreover, individuals who 
wish to receive lower cost in-home 
services—but who may find that insti-
tutionally based care is their only op-
tion—are predicted to wind up costing 
some counties significantly more. 

This year, with the first cohort of 
boomers turning 65, we are launching 
our Nation’s ‘‘age wave.’’ It is an excit-
ing era for older adults, and it will be 
accompanied by new possibilities and 
challenges for our country. Wisconsin, 
which is aging more rapidly than many 
States, has a clear responsibility to 
continue to provide the best possible 
long-term care services to each and 
every one of its older and disabled citi-
zens. In the coming weeks and months, 
I urge State and local officials to work 
closely and cooperatively with the Fed-
eral Government to keep Family Care 
strong. Over the last 12 years, Family 
Care has proven itself to be a valuable, 
popular, and cost-effective program— 
one that can be improved, yes, but one 
that also has a proven track record. It 
is my hope, and the hope of tens of 
thousands of beneficiaries of the pro-
gram, that it will be preserved and 
carefully protected. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL 
∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate Cambridge Inter-
national, Inc., the world’s largest man-
ufacturer of metal belting and wire 
cloth, on the occasion of its 100th anni-
versary. Cambridge International is a 
thriving, dynamic manufacturing com-
pany that is a testament to the resil-
iency of American manufacturing. The 
company is located in Cambridge on 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore and is a 
world leader in engineering and manu-
facturing metal mesh, conveyor belts, 
wire cloth, filter leaves, and other in-
dustrial materials. The company ex-
ports its products worldwide, requiring 
sales facilities in the U.S., Mexico, and 
Brazil. 

Since the company was founded on 
September 17, 1911, Cambridge Inter-
national has grown to more than 400 
employees and has three divisions: In-
dustrial Belting, Architectural Mesh 
and, most recently, Environmental 
Technologies, CET. CET is developing 
new products to meet the needs of 
older existing manufacturers. Starting 
with the firm’s own headquarters, CET 
has completed a $4.8 million renovation 
that included installing energy effi-
cient heating, ventilation, and cooling, 
HVAC, and lighting systems and bath-
room and equipment upgrades. Instal-
lation of a wood waste gasification sys-
tem will ultimately allow Cambridge 
to power new production equipment in 
its manufacturing facilities. CET prod-
uct offerings include an electrostatic 
precipitator, ESP, that functions at an 
efficiency level above the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s pollution 
control standards for components for 
major waste-to-energy projects. Cam-
bridge International is hiring 36 new 
employees to support its new green 
manufacturing division and CET is cre-
ating a green job market that will con-
tinue to grow and offer expanding em-
ployment opportunities. 

Cambridge International is a valued 
business and employer in Maryland. As 
Cambridge International celebrates its 
first 100 years of manufacturing, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in looking 
forward to Cambridge’s next century of 
manufacturing innovation.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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